
1.1 WALT: Know the 
conventions of descriptive 

writing
RESOURCES: extract



Writing a description

Vocabulary challenge!

10 interesting words to describe the person in the picture.
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WALT: Know the conventions of 
descriptive writing 

LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 
vocabulary into your sentences



Writing a description

Which of these words are interesting and which of 
them are boring?

Challenge yourself: why?

WALT: Know the conventions of 
descriptive writing 

LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 
vocabulary into your sentences

1. Big
2. Glistening 
3. Exuberant
4. Threatening 
5. Arrogant
6. Happy
7. Dramatic
8. Scary
9. Bad
10. Noticeable



Writing a description

Are any of these words too informal for your 
writing?

Challenge yourself: why?

WALT: Know the conventions of 
descriptive writing 

LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 
vocabulary into your sentences

1. Muscular
2. Mental
3. Hench
4. Sic 
5. Crazy
6. Frightening 
7. Glamorous



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

What are the conventions of descriptive writing? Discuss in groups:

What are the 
differences between 
a description and a 

story?

What should a 
good description 

include? What 
should a writer 
avoid doing?



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

From ‘A Walker in the City’, by Alfred Kazin

The windows at either end of the laundry room were open, but no breeze washed through to 
carry off the stale odours of fabric softener, detergent, and bleach. In the small ponds of soapy 
water that stained the concrete floor were stray balls of multi-coloured lint and fuzz. Along the 
left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round windows offering glimpses of 
jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. Down the centre of the room were a dozen washing 
machines, set back to back in two rows. Some were chugging like steamboats; others were 
whining and whistling and dribbling suds.
Two stood forlorn and empty, their lids flung open, with crudely drawn signs that said "Broke!" 
A long shelf partially covered in blue paper ran the length of the wall, interrupted only by a 
locked door. Alone, at the far end of the shelf, sat one empty laundry basket and an open box 
of Tide. Above the shelf at the other end was a small bulletin board decorated with yellowed 
business cards and torn slips of paper: scrawled requests for rides, reward offers for lost dogs, 
and phone numbers without names or explanations.
On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled and gushed, washed, rinsed, and 
spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

What are the conventions of descriptive writing? Look at your extract and discuss in 
groups:

What are the 
differences between 
this description and a 

story?

What vocabulary
does the writer 
use to make the 

description 
interesting?



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

How can you tell this is a description and not a story?

The windows at either end of the laundry room were open, but no breeze washed through to 
carry off the stale odours of fabric softener, detergent, and bleach. In the small ponds of soapy 
water that stained the concrete floor were stray balls of multi-coloured lint and fuzz. Along the 
left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round windows offering glimpses of 
jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. Down the centre of the room were a dozen washing 
machines, set back to back in two rows. Some were chugging like steamboats; others were 
whining and whistling and dribbling suds.
Two stood forlorn and empty, their lids flung open, with crudely drawn signs that said "Broke!" 
A long shelf partially covered in blue paper ran the length of the wall, interrupted only by a 
locked door. Alone, at the far end of the shelf, sat one empty laundry basket and an open box 
of Tide. Above the shelf at the other end was a small bulletin board decorated with yellowed 
business cards and torn slips of paper: scrawled requests for rides, reward offers for lost dogs, 
and phone numbers without names or explanations.
On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled and gushed, washed, rinsed, and 
spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

What does the writer choose to describe? Why?

The windows at either end of the laundry room were open, but no breeze washed through to 
carry off the stale odours of fabric softener, detergent, and bleach. In the small ponds of soapy 
water that stained the concrete floor were stray balls of multi-coloured lint and fuzz. Along the 
left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round windows offering glimpses of 
jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. Down the centre of the room were a dozen washing 
machines, set back to back in two rows. Some were chugging like steamboats; others were 
whining and whistling and dribbling suds.
Two stood forlorn and empty, their lids flung open, with crudely drawn signs that said "Broke!" 
A long shelf partially covered in blue paper ran the length of the wall, interrupted only by a 
locked door. Alone, at the far end of the shelf, sat one empty laundry basket and an open box 
of Tide. Above the shelf at the other end was a small bulletin board decorated with yellowed 
business cards and torn slips of paper: scrawled requests for rides, reward offers for lost dogs, 
and phone numbers without names or explanations.
On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled and gushed, washed, rinsed, and 
spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

What vocabulary does the writer choose to make it interesting?

The windows at either end of the laundry room were open, but no breeze washed through to 
carry off the stale odours of fabric softener, detergent, and bleach. In the small ponds of soapy 
water that stained the concrete floor were stray balls of multi-coloured lint and fuzz. Along the 
left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round windows offering glimpses of 
jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. Down the centre of the room were a dozen washing 
machines, set back to back in two rows. Some were chugging like steamboats; others were 
whining and whistling and dribbling suds.
Two stood forlorn and empty, their lids flung open, with crudely drawn signs that said "Broke!" 
A long shelf partially covered in blue paper ran the length of the wall, interrupted only by a 
locked door. Alone, at the far end of the shelf, sat one empty laundry basket and an open box 
of Tide. Above the shelf at the other end was a small bulletin board decorated with yellowed 
business cards and torn slips of paper: scrawled requests for rides, reward offers for lost dogs, 
and phone numbers without names or explanations.
On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled and gushed, washed, rinsed, and 
spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

How does the writer make such an ordinary place interesting?

The windows at either end of the laundry room were open, but no breeze washed through to 
carry off the stale odours of fabric softener, detergent, and bleach. In the small ponds of soapy 
water that stained the concrete floor were stray balls of multi-coloured lint and fuzz. Along the 
left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round windows offering glimpses of 
jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. Down the centre of the room were a dozen washing 
machines, set back to back in two rows. Some were chugging like steamboats; others were 
whining and whistling and dribbling suds.
Two stood forlorn and empty, their lids flung open, with crudely drawn signs that said "Broke!" 
A long shelf partially covered in blue paper ran the length of the wall, interrupted only by a 
locked door. Alone, at the far end of the shelf, sat one empty laundry basket and an open box 
of Tide. Above the shelf at the other end was a small bulletin board decorated with yellowed 
business cards and torn slips of paper: scrawled requests for rides, reward offers for lost dogs, 
and phone numbers without names or explanations.
On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled and gushed, washed, rinsed, and 
spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

Why is A more interesting then B? Try to think of three reasons. 

A. There were ten dryers. Inside you could see lots of 
clothes.

B. Along the left wall of the room stood ten rasping dryers, their round 
windows offering glimpses of jumping socks, underwear, and fatigues. 



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

Why is A more interesting then B? Try to think of three reasons. 

A. You could hear the machines going. 

B. On and on the machines hummed and wheezed, gurgled 
and gushed, washed, rinsed, and spun.



Writing a description
WALT: Know the conventions of 

descriptive writing 
LITOBJ: Be able to include a range of 

vocabulary into your sentences

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

Think carefully about how confident you’d feel 
about each skill in the toolkit and fill in your self-

evaluation card.



1.2 Walt: : Improve the technical 
accuracy of your writing

Self-reflection grid in resources folder

Make sure you set the baseline task this lesson 



Writing with technical accuracy WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

Punctuation challenge!
How many different ways can you punctuate 
this sentence?
Challenge: can you change the meaning of the sentence 
by changing the punctuation?

A woman without her man is nothing



Writing with technical accuracy WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully A woman without her man is nothing

1. A woman without her man is nothing.

2. A woman without her man is nothing!

3. A woman, without her man, is nothing. 

Did you manage to change the meaning?

1. A woman without her man is nothing?

2. A woman: without her, man is nothing. 

Which is best? Why?

How has the meaning 
changed? Why has the 

punctuation changed the 
meaning?



Writing with technical accuracy

Why is writing with technical accuracy important?

“Let’s eat Grandpa!”

“Let’s eat, Grandpa!”

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 



Writing with technical accuracy
WALT: Use punctuation 
and capital letters to 
show where sentences 
begin and end (AF6)

WILF: Show you can 
make progress in 
improving the accuracy 
of your punctuation 

What’s wrong with these sentences?

Rewrite each one to change the meaning by 
changing/moving punctuation. 

Choose 
one and 

rewrite it 
with your 
partner.



Writing with technical accuracy

Skill I’m feeling...

Full stops

Capital letters

Question marks

Exclamation marks

Commas to create lists 

Speech punctuation (including commas)

Commas to mark clauses

Self-assess your confidence at using the following:

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 



Writing with technical accuracy

Can you help this student get to a better level?

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

Yesterday i went to the Supermarket with my 
little brother’s and we go around and around 

all the isles and had a great time laughing 
screaming shouting the best thing about it was 
all the free sample i really liked the pairs i had 

so much Im sick 

Can you find?

• Spelling mistakes
• Capital letters
• Homophones
• Apostrophes

• Missing commas
• Missing full stops

• Tense



Writing with technical accuracy

Look through your book. Find three common mistakes 
you make. They may be:

• Spellings 
• Confused homophones 
• Capital letters 
• Sentence length
• Spelling mistake
• Apostrophes
• Missing commas
• Missing full stops
• Tense
• Anything else

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

My target today is to check carefully 
for:

 I know how to do that – I’m going to help 
someone else

 I think I can do that – I want to double check
 I’m not sure how to do that – please help



What 
techniques 

should I use?

How do I make 
it interesting?

Writing with technical accuracy WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

2 minute recap

Descriptive 
writing

What should it 
include?

What shouldn’t 
it include?



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

• 1 minute to discuss and ask questions
• 5 minutes to plan in silence 
• 15 minutes to write
• 5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

MUST: Include a range of vocabulary. 
Avoid boring words.

SHOULD: Include detail in your 
description. Include a range of senses.

COULD: Try to describe everyday things 
in original and imaginative ways.



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

• 1 minute to discuss and ask questions
• 5 minutes to plan in silence 
• 15 minutes to write
• 5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

MUST: Include a range of vocabulary. 
Avoid boring words.

SHOULD: Include detail in your 
description. Include a range of senses.

COULD: Try to describe everyday things 
in original and imaginative ways.



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

• 1 minute to discuss and ask questions
• 5 minutes to plan in silence 
• 15 minutes to write
• 5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

MUST: Include a range of vocabulary. 
Avoid boring words.

SHOULD: Include detail in your 
description. Include a range of senses.

COULD: Try to describe everyday things 
in original and imaginative ways.



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

• 1 minute to discuss and ask questions
• 5 minutes to plan in silence 
• 15 minutes to write
• 5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

MUST: Include a range of vocabulary. 
Avoid boring words.

SHOULD: Include detail in your 
description. Include a range of senses.

COULD: Try to describe everyday things 
in original and imaginative ways.



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

• 1 minute to discuss and ask questions
• 5 minutes to plan in silence 
• 15 minutes to write
• 5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)

MUST: Include a range of vocabulary. 
Avoid boring words.

SHOULD: Include detail in your 
description. Include a range of senses.

COULD: Try to describe everyday things 
in original and imaginative ways.



Writing with technical accuracy

Baseline assessment:

Write a paragraph describing a firework display. Try to 
make it sound as interesting as possible.

1 minute to discuss and ask questions

5 minutes to plan in silence 

10 minutes to write

5 minutes to check  

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 

• Focus on using an excellent range of vocabulary 
• Focus on including descriptive detail
• Try to think of interesting and original ways to describe things
• Focus on a full range of senses (smell, taste, texture, sound)
• Avoid making your description into a story
• Write with technical accuracy (full stops, commas, sentence length, 

spelling, grammar)



Writing with technical accuracy

Find and label as many of these as you can in your 
partner’s book:

 Capital letters
 Question marks
 Exclamation marks
 Commas to create lists 
 Speech punctuation (including commas)
 Commas to mark clauses

WWW Well done! You’ve managed to................

EBI Now you need to include.............

Peer-assessed by................

WALT: Improve the 
technical accuracy of your 
writing
LITOBJ: Be able to check 
your work carefully 



2.1: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations 
• Frankenstein extract

• Sentence starters  for writing exercise lower sets



Describing location 
Vocabulary challenge!

Find 10 adjectives to describe either picture. Don’t tell 
anyone which you’re writing about. 

Challenge: how would the words you chose be different if you 
were describing the other picture?

WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

Can you guess which location is being described? How did you know?



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

I traversed the northern highlands and fixed on one of the remotest of the 
Orkneys…hardly more than a rock whose high sides were continually beaten upon by 
the waves. The soil was barren, scarcely affording pasture for a few miserable cows, 
and oatmeal for its inhabitants, which consisted of five persons, whose gaunt and 
scraggy limbs gave tokens of their miserable fare. On the whole island there were but 
three miserable huts, and one of these was vacant when I arrived. The thatch had 
fallen in, the walls were un-plastered, and the door was off its hinges.

Several hours passed, and I remained near my window gazing on the sea; it was 
almost motionless, for the winds were hushed, and all nature reposed under the eye 
of the quiet moon. A few fishing vessels alone specked the water, and now and then 
the gentle breeze wafted the sound of voices as the fishermen called to one another. 
I felt the silence. 

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley.
Victor Frankenstein has visited a remote Scottish 

island to complete his sinister work… 



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

1. Sketch the location Mary Shelley describes – focus on including as much detail as 
you can

2. Label your drawing with quotations to show how Mary Shelley created that 
impression.

3.  Next to each quotation, comment on what the words the writer chose will suggest 
to the reader

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley.
Victor Frankenstein has visited a remote Scottish 

island to complete his sinister work… 

Example:

“The soil was barren” Suggests the land is dead –
nothing will grow there. 



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

Key terminology:

Atmosphere 

The mood or feeling created by a text. It could include either:
• How characters would feel
• How the reader will feel

Discuss in groups: how would you 
describe the atmosphere of the extract?



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

What atmosphere do these parts of the description create?

Quotation Atmosphere 
created

Because…

“a rock whose high sides were 
continually beaten upon by the 
waves.”

“On the whole island there were but 
three miserable huts”

“for the winds were hushed, and all 
nature reposed under the eye of the 
quiet moon. ”



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

I traversed the northern highlands and fixed on one of the remotest of the Orkneys…hardly 
more than a rock whose high sides were continually beaten upon by the waves. The soil was 
barren, scarcely affording pasture for a few miserable cows, and oatmeal for its inhabitants, 
which consisted of five persons, whose gaunt and scraggy limbs gave tokens of their miserable 
fare. On the whole island there were but three miserable huts, and one of these was vacant 
when I arrived. The thatch had fallen in, the walls were un-plastered, and the door was off its 
hinges.

Several hours passed, and I remained near my window gazing on the sea; it was almost 
motionless, for the winds were hushed, and all nature reposed under the eye of the quiet moon. 
A few fishing vessels alone specked the water, and now and then the gentle breeze wafted the 
sound of voices as the fishermen called to one another. I felt the silence. In a few minutes after, 
I heard the creaking of my door, as if some one endeavoured to open it softly.

‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelley.
Victor Frankenstein has visited a remote Scottish 

island to complete his sinister work… 

Q1. How has the atmosphere of the extract changed?
Q2. How has the writer created this effect?



Imagine you were here...

Three minutes to brainstorm some really ambitious adjectives.



Imagine you were here...

One minute to write one fantastic sentence. It should create an 
atmosphere of amazement. 



Imagine you were here...

One minute to write one fantastic sentence. It should create an 
atmosphere of loneliness. 



Imagine you were here...

One minute to write one fantastic sentence. It should create an 
atmosphere of fear. 



Imagine you were here...

One minute to write one fantastic sentence. It should create an 
atmosphere of relief. 



Describing location 
WALT: Know how writers choose 
language to describe locations
LITOBJ: Be able to respond in full 
sentences 

 Creates an atmosphere of…
 Creates an atmosphere of…
 Creates an atmosphere of…
 Creates an atmosphere of…

Peer mark your partner’s answer…

WWW: You did a great job of creating atmosphere by…
EBI: Next time, make it ever better by…



2.2 Know how writers use descriptive 
detail to represent characters

• Wuthering Heights extracts in resource folder

• Table to help lower sets with analysis in folder



Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the text

Draw the characters that these words suggest
CHALLENEGE: be ready to explain the choices you’ve made.

A
1. Cautious
2. Careful 

3. Secretive

B
1. Arrogant

2. Argumentative
3. Impulsive

C
1. Glamorous

2. Radiant
3. Dramatic 

Stuck? Use a dictionary!



Writing with technical accuracy
‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Brontë

The writer is describing the narrator’s first meeting with 
Heathcliff 

His thick brown curls were rough and uncultivated, his whiskers 
encroached bearishly over his cheeks, and his hands were 
embrowned like those of a common labourer: still his bearing 
was free, almost haughty.
‘Are you going to mak’ the tea?’ demanded he of the shabby 
coat, shifting his ferocious gaze from me to the young lady. ‘Get 
it ready, will you?’ he interrupted, with an almost diabolical 
sneer on his face. ‘Where is she?’

WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the text



What are the 
adjectives did the 

writer use to describe 
him? 

How are his 
clothes 

described?

Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the textWhat are your first impressions of Heathcliff? How has the writer created those 

ideas?



Uses the 
language
“rough and 
uncultivated”

Suggests 
Heathcliff is…

Describes his 
“ferocious gaze” 

Suggests 
Heathcliff is…

Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the text

What choices has the writer made? Why? How did she want the reader to feel about 
this character?

Work in pairs. Add as much detail 
as you can to your mind map.



‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Brontë
The writer is describing the heroine, Cathy Earnshaw, going for 

a walk.

This twentieth of March was a beautiful spring day, and 
when her father had retired, my young lady came down 
dressed for going out. ‘So make haste, Ellen!’ she cried. ‘I 
know where I wish to go; where a colony of moor-game are 
settled: I want to see whether they have made their nests 
yet.’

She bounded before me, and returned to my side, and was 
off again like a young greyhound; and, at first, I found plenty 
of entertainment in listening to the larks singing far and 
near, and enjoying the sweet, warm sunshine; and watching 
her, my pet and my delight, with her golden ringlets flying 
loose behind, and her bright cheek, as soft and pure in its 
bloom as a wild rose, and her eyes radiant with cloudless 
pleasure. She was a happy creature, and an angel, in those 
days. It’s a pity she could not be content.

How is the heroine, 
Cathy Earnshaw, 
made to seem 

different to 
Heathcliff?

Find as much evidence 
as you can to support 

your views. 

Remember quotation 
marks!

Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the text



Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the text

Use what you’ve learned to complete the mind-map

Techniques writers use to create 
the reader’s impression of a 

character



Describing character
WALT: Know how writers 
use descriptive detail to 
represent characters
LITOBJ: Use quotation 
marks when referring to 
the textChoose one of these techniques. Write a sentence using that 

technique to describe a character. 

Show what you know!

Techniques

Choice of adjectives

Choice of adverbs

Writer’s use of dialogue

Use of animal imagery

Pathetic Fallacy

Foreshadowing

Simile/metaphor

Example: He paced restlessly, snuffling at the air with his nose.



3.1Know how writers use techniques 
to create impressions on the reader

Moonstone extract and analysis sheet for lower sets 
in resource folder 



Writer’s techniques

How many of these can you match?

Challenge: can you think of a definition for each?

WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader

Metaphor

Simile

Personification

Alliteration

5. 
Onomatopoeia 

Moonlight speared 
through the window

The sun smiled down

The withered wood lay in 
heaps

The wind hissed and 
crackled through the grass

It was as quiet as the dead 
of night



Writer’s techniques

Which are you?

WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader
LITOBJ: Know how to use 

technical vocabulary 
appropriately 

I’m happy I can try on my own!

I think I might find this difficult!

I wouldn’t be sure how to do this!

Look at the WALT. Which statement is true for you?
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Writer’s techniques
Metaphor
Comparing two things indirectly “Moonlight speared 
through the window”
Simile
Comparing two things using as or like “It was as quiet as 
the dead of night”
Personification
Describing something as if were a person “The sun 
smiled down”
Alliteration
Words beginning with the same first letter “The withered 
wood lay in heaps”
Onomatopoeia
Words that create sound effects “The wind hissed and 
crackled through the grass”

WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the readerWhich techniques can you identify?
CHALLENGE: Why have they been used?

Water cascaded over the grey stone in sinister steams. It 
spat and hissed and gurgled, tangling in the snakes of 
moss which hung over the earth. The soil was blackish 
and as soft as butter; it squelched with a sort of agony as 
the water pooled and overflowed through it. 



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the readerWhich techniques can you identify?
CHALLENGE: Why have they been used?

Now decide what impression these techniques create

Water cascaded over the grey stone in sinister steams. It 
spat and hissed and gurgled, tangling in the snakes of 
moss which hung over the earth. The soil was blackish 
and as soft as butter; it squelched with a sort of agony as 
the water pooled and overflowed through it. 

Onomatopoeia  used to suggest…
Metaphor used to 
suggest…



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader

The sand-hills here run down to the sea, and end in two spits of rock jutting out opposite 
each other, till you lose sight of them in the water. One is called the North Spit, and one 
the South. Between the two, shifting backwards and forwards at certain seasons of the 
year, lies the most horrible quicksand on the shores of Yorkshire. At the turn of the tide, 
something goes on in the unknown deeps below, which sets the whole face of the 
quicksand shivering and trembling in a manner like some kind of creature, and which has 
given to it, among the people in our parts, the name of the Shivering Sand. A great bank, 
half a mile out, the mouth of the bay, breaks the force of the main ocean coming in. 
Winter and summer, when the tide flows over the quicksand, the sea seems to leave the 
waves behind it on the bank, and rolls its waters in smoothly with a heave, and covers the 
sand in silence. No boat ever ventures into this bay. No children from our fishing-village, 
called Cobb's Hole, ever come here to play. The very birds of the air, as it seems to me, 
give the Shivering Sand a wide berth.

‘The Moonstone’ by Wilkie Collins. 
The narrators is describing a beach near his 

home.

What techniques can you identify? What atmosphere is the writer creating and how?



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader‘The Moonstone’ by Wilkie Collins. 
The narrators is describing a beach near his 

home.

What techniques can you identify? What atmosphere is the writer creating and how?

Which of the 
techniques can we 

spot?

What impact will 
the use of these 
techniques have 
on the reader?



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader

Work in groups to think of other natural places that are scary or dangerous. How many can 
you think of?

Dangerous 
natural places



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader

Work together in groups to write a description of your dangerous place, using the Wilkie
Collins extract to help you. 

MUST: Include at least three of the 
techniques we’ve looked at

SHOULD: Have a clear atmosphere of 
danger and fear

COULD: Use an ambitious range of 
sentence openings?

Can your group get 
to COULD?

1. Metaphor

2. Simile

3. Personification

4. Alliteration

5. Onomatopoeia 



Swap paper or whiteboards with another 
group…



Writer’s techniques WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader

Work together to write a description of your dangerous place, using the Wilkie Collins 
extract to help you. 

1. Metaphor

2. Simile

3. Personification

4. Alliteration

5. Onomatopoeia 

WWW: Well done! 
You’ve managed to 
use the following 
techniques…

EBI: Next time try to 
include…



Writer’s techniques

Where are you  now?

WALT: Know how writers use 
techniques to create an 

impression on the reader
LITOBJ: Know how to use 

technical vocabulary 
appropriately 

I’ve made progress today and 
I’ve achieved the WALT.

I’ve made some progress today and I 
think I can achieve the WALT.

I still need help achieving the WALT.

Look at the WALT. Which statement is true for you?
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3.2 Know how to use techniques in 
your own writing to create effects

Return interim assessments this week 



Using techniques 
WALT: Know how to use a range of 

techniques to make your own writing 
effective

LITOBJ: Use a range of sentence types in 
your answer 

How many original and imaginative ways could you describe…?
CHALLENGE: Try to use the techniques from last lesson



Reread your baseline assessment. In 1 minute you 
need to be able to show you know:

1. What you did well

2. Your target 

3. What will you do next time to meet your target?
Using a green pen, add one sentence to your baseline 

assessment. 

MUST: show 
you can 

meet your 
target

SHOULD: Include 
at least one of the 
techniques from 

last lesson

COULD: Include a 
range of sentence 

types



How many of these techniques can you use in your own description?

1. Metaphor

2. Simile

3. Personification

4. Alliteration

5. Onomatopoeia 

Using techniques 

WALT: Know how to use a range of 
techniques to make your own writing 

effective
LITOBJ: Use a range of sentence types in 

your answer 

I feel confident that I could use…

I’d like help with using…



IF YOU’RE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROOM

• Write on your post-it note which skill you’d like help 
with and your name 

• 30 seconds to complete your post-it and put it on 
the board



IF YOU’RE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE ROOM

• Find a skill you think you can give help with

• Take the post-it and go and sit with the person who 
wanted help

• Spend 5 minutes showing them how to improve

Time’s up!

Back to your places. 



IF YOU’RE ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE ROOM

• Write on your post-it note which skill you’d like help 
with and your name 

• 30 seconds to complete your post-it and put it on 
the board



IF YOU’RE ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROOM

• Find a skill you think you can give help with

• Take the post-it and go and sit with the person who 
wanted help

• Spend 5 minutes showing them how to improve

Time’s up!

Back to your places. 



In your book:

 I know feel really confident that I can ……………………………

 I know feel more confident that I can ………………………………..

 I’m still finding …………………………. difficult. Please help!



Show me your can meet your 
target!

My target from my baseline assessment was…

As you complete the next task, focus on meeting your 
target. This needs to be your first priority. 



Imagine you were writing to describe the picture below

1. Metaphor

2. Simile

3. Personification

4. Alliteration

5. Onomatopoeia 

Using techniques 

WALT: Know how to use a range of 
techniques to make your own writing 

effective
LITOBJ: Use a range of sentence types in 

your answer 

Write five sentences, each including a different 
technique.  



Show me your can meet your 
target!

My target from my baseline assessment was…

Where are you now? Get your partner to tell you…

• Well done, you’ve met your target by…
• Good effort – you’ve made progress towards your target 

by…
• Nice try. However, to meet your target, you still need to…



4.1 Know how writers use a range of 
sentence structures 

Extract and peer assessment grid in folder 



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

Which type of sentences are these?
CHALLENGE: How could you tell?

1. The city centre was overtaken by the 
weather.

2. Rain spat down.
3. It was a frightening and unforgettable scene
4. The wind hissed through the trees, causing 

them to bend and shake.
5. Surprisingly, shoppers struggled against the 

gale.
6. One man shivered at the bus stop.
7. He held his bags protectively against his 

chest, his muscular arms wrapped around 
his precious purchases. 

Remember…

A SIMPLE sentence is one complete 
clause.

It was cold.

A COMPOUND sentence is two
complete clauses joined by a 

connective
It was cold so we went inside.

A COMPLEX sentence is one main 
clause (which makes sense on its own) 

with one subordinate clause (which 
doesn’t make sense on its own)

Surprisingly, it was cold.



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

I’m happy I can try on my own!

I think I might find this difficult!

I wouldn’t be sure how to do this!

Look at the WALT. Which statement is true for you?
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Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

‘A Farewell to Arms’ by Ernest Hemingway
The writer is describing being in France during 
World War I 

In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across 
the river and the plain to the mountains. In the bed of the river there were 
pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and the water was clear and 
swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops went by the house and down the 
road. The dust they raised powdered the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the 
trees too were dusty and leaves fell early that year – we saw the troops marching 
along the road and the dust rising and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and the 
soldiers marching and afterward the road bare and white except for the leaves.
The plain was rich with crops; there were many orchards of fruit trees and beyond 
the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was fighting in the 
mountains. At night we could see flashes from the artillery. In the dark it was like 
summer lightening, but the nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a 
storm coming.



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across 
the river and the plain to the mountains. In the bed of the river there were 
pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and the water was clear and 
swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops went by the house and down the 
road. The dust they raised powdered the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the 
trees too were dusty and leaves fell early that year – we saw the troops marching 
along the road and the dust rising and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and the 
soldiers marching and afterward the road bare and white except for the leaves.
The plain was rich with crops; there were many orchards of fruit trees and beyond 
the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was fighting in the 
mountains. At night we could see flashes from the artillery. In the dark it was like 
summer lightening, but the nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a 
storm coming.

What different types of sentence structure does the writer use?



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across 
the river and the plain to the mountains. In the bed of the river there were 
pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and the water was clear and 
swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops went by the house and down the 
road. The dust they raised powdered the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the 
trees too were dusty and leaves fell early that year – we saw the troops marching 
along the road and the dust rising and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and the 
soldiers marching and afterward the road bare and white except for the leaves.
The plain was rich with crops; there were many orchards of fruit trees and beyond 
the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was fighting in the 
mountains. At night we could see flashes from the artillery. In the dark it was like 
summer lightening, but the nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a 
storm coming.

What different types of sentence structure does the writer use?



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

What effect do the different types of sentences have?

What are COMPLEX 
sentences used to 
describe? Why? 

What are 
COMPOUND 

sentences used to 
describe? Why?



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

1. The plain was rich with crops; there were many 
orchards of fruit trees and beyond the plain the 
mountains were brown and bare. 

2. In the dark it was like summer lightening but the 
nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a 
storm coming.

Let’s look in detail at the sentence types Hemingway uses

Q1. Why do you think sentence 
one follows the “plain…rich with 
crops” and the 
“mountains…brown and bare” in 
the same sentence? Q2. Why do you think sentence 

two introduces the fact that 
“there was no the feeling of a 
storm coming” at the end of 
sentence?



1. In the bed of the river there were pebbles 
and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and 
the water was clear and swiftly moving and 
blue in the channels. 

2. The trunks of the trees too were dusty and 
leaves fell early that year – we saw the troops 
marching along the road and the dust rising 
and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and 
the soldiers marching and afterward the road 
bare and white except for the leaves.

Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

Let’s look in detail at the sentence types Hemingway uses

Q1. How does this complex sentence echo the 
movement and energy of the river?

Q2. How does sentence two 
create a sense of the drama and 
impact of the movement of the 
soldiers?



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

Let’s look in detail at the sentence types Hemingway uses

Q1. Why do you think Hemingway decided to 
communicate this information in simple 
sentences?

Q2. Why do short sentences have 
more impact?

There was fighting in the mountains.

At night we could see flashes from the 
artillery. 



Imagine you witness a natural disaster like one of these:



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

Work in groups to write a description of a natural disaster.

1. Group leader
2. Quality control Everybody 
3. Scribe contributes
4. Who wrote what ideas!

MUST: Include a range of simple, 
compound and complex sentences.

SHOLD: Include short sentences to 
add dramatic impact

COULD: Use compound sentences 
to contrast ideas and use complex 

sentences to create a sense of 
movement and action.

Which group will get to COULD 
first?



Swap paper or whiteboards with another 
group…



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

Peer assess the other group’s paper or whiteboard

No. Sentence type Using this type of sentence structure creates an 
impression of….

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

You can either annotate on the sheet or write it out like the table at the 
bottom but please use green!



Sentence Structure 
WALT: Know how writers vary 
sentence structure for effect

LITOBJ: Be able to identify and 
write the three sentence types

I’m really confident because I can…

I’ve made progress because I can…

I’m not sure I can do it. I’d still like help 
with…

Where are you now?
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4.2 Know how to plan detailed 
descriptions 



Planning descriptions WALT: Know how to plan 
detailed descriptions 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your 
work carefully for mistakes

1. It was an exiting place
2. That’s becase it’s busy

3. Though the window, you 
can see…

4. Their was a vase of flowers
5. That was the beggining of it

6. It’s necesary
7. It mite be right

8. They’re clothes were dirty
9. They were two late

10.I now you understand 

Can you correct these common 
spelling mistakes and homophone 

errors?



Planning descriptions WALT: Know how to plan 
detailed descriptions 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your 
work carefully for mistakes

Look at the example exam task. How would you 
approach it? What steps would you take?

1. Read the question
2. Underline key words 
3. Look at the picture – what ideas does it give you? 
4. Quickly plan what you might include in the task –

each idea will be a paragraph of your description. 
Don’t worry if your idea isn’t in the picture. 

5. Write your answer 
6. Check it carefully – we all make mistakes under 

pressure but spotting them will push you to the next 
grade. Think about the mistakes your teacher points 
out to you – weak vocabulary, spelling, word order, 
capital letters, comma splicing etc.   

Work in groups

5 minutes to 
read the task 

and follow steps 
1-3



Planning descriptions WALT: Know how to plan 
detailed descriptions 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your 
work carefully for mistakes

What ideas did we come up with as a class?



Planning descriptions WALT: Know how to plan 
detailed descriptions 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your 
work carefully for mistakes

What could we do to make sure our description 
doesn’t turn into a story?



Planning descriptions WALT: Know how to plan 
detailed descriptions 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your 
work carefully for mistakes

What could we do to make sure our description 
doesn’t turn into a story?

Make sure you focus on 
DETAIL not EVENTS

Imagine you’re watching 
from above – don’t get 

involved!

Focus on including a 
descriptive opening 

Avoid things that might 
happen in a film – explosions, 

kidnappings etc.



Choose one of these targets 
and write it down in green

Make sure you focus on 
DETAIL not EVENTS

Imagine you’re watching 
from above – don’t get 

involved!

Focus on including a 
descriptive opening 

Avoid things that might 
happen in a film – explosions, 

kidnappings etc.



Planning descriptions

Write a description of a seaside setting.

MUST: Address your chosen target.

SHOLD: Include short sentences to 
add dramatic impact

COULD: Use compound sentences 
to contrast ideas and use complex 

sentences to create a sense of 
movement and action.



5.1: WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create impact



Can you make these more interesting?
Challenge: use a range of techniques.

1. It was a sunny day.
2. It was cold on the beach.
3. Everybody was eating food. 
4. There were lots of children.
5. The flowers covered the grass. 

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



Why is the answer in the blue box better?

There were two crows on the bridge.

Two crows squatted on top of the bridge, gazing down at the river 
below, every once in a while releasing rating, scolding caws. Their 
shrill calls echoed in the leaf-blanketed woods, crossed the river and 
ran unpleasantly in my ears. 

Now, try to use some of these terms to extend your answer:
Technique, atmosphere, factual, adjective, adverb, noun, verb, detailed, varied, sinister.

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



How does the writer use this first paragraph to establish 
the mood and atmosphere of the description?

Two crows squatted on top of the bridge, gazing down at the river 
below, every once in a while releasing rating, scolding caws. Their 
shrill calls echoed in the leaf-blanketed woods, crossed the river and 
ran unpleasantly in my ears. 

Let’s break the question done. First of all, what mood and atmosphere is created?

1. What do you think this piece of writing is about?
2. What might happen later?
3. How will the reader feel about the rest of the description after reading this?

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



How does the writer use this first paragraph to establish 
the mood and atmosphere of the description?

Two crows squatted on top of the bridge, gazing down at the river 
below, every once in a while releasing rating, scolding caws. Their 
shrill calls echoed in the leaf-blanketed woods, crossed the river and 
ran unpleasantly in my ears. 

Now let’s think about how the writer creates this mood and atmosphere?

1. Look closely at the verbs the writer uses. What do they suggest?
2. Look closely at the adverbs the writer uses. What do the imply?
3. Look closely at the adjectives the writer uses. What effect do they create?
4. Look closely at the use of nouns? What do they have in common?

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



How does the writer use this first paragraph to establish 
the mood and atmosphere of the description?

Two crows squatted on top of the bridge, gazing down at the river 
below, every once in a while releasing rating, scolding caws. Their 
shrill calls echoed in the leaf-blanketed woods, crossed the river and 
ran unpleasantly in my ears. 

Finally, let’s think about how the writer chooses sentence structure?

1. How does the use of multiple subordinate clauses echo the noise of 
the crows?

2. Why does the writer use a list in the second sentence to describe 
how far the noise travels? 

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



How does the writer use this second paragraph to create 
the mood and atmosphere in the description?

A narrow, unpaved path continued along the far bank, a terribly silent, deserted path 
leading who knows where. No houses appeared beside it, only the occasional bare 
field. Snow-covered furrows inscribed bright white lines across the barren land. Crows 
were everywhere. As if signalling their comrades down the line of my approach, they 
let out short, sharp caws as we passed. They stood their ground, not trying to fly away. 
Close to, I could see their sharp, weapon-like beaks and the vivid colouring of their 
claws. 

Using the methods we’ve just tried together, annotate your 
sheet explaining the impact of the writer’s choices. 

MUST: Focus on the writer’s 
techniques 

SHOULD: Focus on sentence 
structure as well as language 

COULD: Use a range of 
technical vocabulary 

Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation



Or



How does the writer use this second paragraph to create 
the mood and atmosphere in the description?

A narrow, unpaved path continued along the far bank, a terribly silent, deserted path 
leading who knows where. No houses appeared beside it, only the occasional bare 
field. Snow-covered furrows inscribed bright white lines across the barren land. Crows 
were everywhere. As if signalling their comrades down the line of my approach, they 
let out short, sharp caws as we passed. They stood their ground, not trying to fly away. 
Close to, I could see their sharp, weapon-like beaks and the vivid colouring of their 
claws. 

Using the methods we’ve just tried together, answer 
the question above as a PQCA.

MUST: Focus on the writer’s 
techniques 

SHOULD: Focus on sentence 
structure as well as language 

COULD: Use a range of 
technical vocabulary 



Read the rest of the extract. How did the mood and 
atmosphere created at the beginning match the rest of 

the description?

What is the mood 
and atmosphere of 

the rest of the 
extract? 

What might the 
crows at the 

beginning 
symbolise (stand 

for)? 



Text structure 
WALT: Know how writers 
structure texts to create 

impact
LITOBJ:  Use a range of 

punctuation

What do you notice about the beginning and end of the 
description?

Two crows squatted on top of the bridge, gazing down at the river below, every once 

in a while releasing rating, scolding caws. Their shrill calls echoed in the leaf-

blanketed woods, crossed the river and ran unpleasantly in my ears. 

She never once looked back or stopped but walked with her head held high. I could 

hear the crows again, although they were by now miles away – I should say I felt like I 

heard them. 

Why does the end mirror the opening? What impact does it create?



Imagine you’re writing a description of a walk home from 
school. How could the ending mirror the opening?

Walking through the school gates, rain began to 
cascade over him, plastering his hair to his skin. 

His hand reached for the front door; he shook the 
rain water from his clothes, glad to be out of the 
cascading rain. 



Now write your own opening and closing sentence. Use 
the pictures to help you decide on the link.



Look at your partner’s work. Annotate in green and label…

• IDEAS shared by the two openings
• SENTENCE STRUCTURE shared by the two 

openings
• WORDS shared by the two openings
• Anything else



5.2 

• Know how writers choose language and detail to 
describe locations and characters 



Add apostrophes to these sentences…
Challenge: explain why the word needs an 

apostrophe

WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

1. My dragons egg is blue 
2. We cant buy sweets without my Mums 

permission
3. Im going to explain it if youd give me a 

chance
4. Its going to be wet today
5. My sisters friends hair got stuck in the 

lawnmower



Add apostrophes to these sentences…
Challenge: explain why the word needs an 

apostrophe

WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

1. My dragon’s egg is blue 
2. We can’t buy sweets without my Mum’s 

permission
3. I’m going to explain it if you’d give me a 

chance
4. It’s going to be wet today
5. My sister’s friend’s hair got stuck in the 

lawnmower



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

1. My dragon’s egg is blue 

The egg belongs to my dragon, Doris.

When do we use apostrophes and why?



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

1. My Mum’s permission 
Mum’s permission  – shows there’s only one 
Mum

If I had two mothers I could writer 
Mums’ permission.

When do we use apostrophes and why?



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

I’m      You’d     
Shortens   I am     and you would

The apostrophe shows where letters have been removed.

When do we use apostrophes and why?



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Let’s look back at the extract we studied last 
lesson

Find five words to describe:

CHARACTER

LOCATION



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Let’s look back at the extract we studied last 
lesson

CHARACTER

On her left wrist she wore a silver watch, delicate like a 
bracelet.

Draw the woman’s arm and hand, paying carefully attention to 
the descriptive detail in the sentence above. 



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Let’s look back at the extract we studied last 
lesson

LOCATION

On her left wrist she wore a silver watch, delicate like a 
bracelet. 

What adjectives has the writer chosen? 
What does each suggest?

The writer’s choice of adjectives suggests a character who is 
……………………………. For example, the word “………………” 
implies……………………………………….. while the word “………………” gives 
the reader the impression that………………………………….



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Let’s look back at the extract we studied last 
lesson

LOCATION

A narrow, unpaved path continued along the far bank; a 
terribly silent, deserted path leading who knows where.

Draw the path, paying carefully attention to the descriptive 
detail in the sentence above. 



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Let’s look back at the extract we studied last 
lesson

LOCATION

A narrow, unpaved path continued along the far bank; a 
terribly silent, deserted path leading who knows where.

What adjectives has the writer chosen? 
What does each suggest?

The writer’s choice of adjectives suggests a location which is 
……………………………. For example, the word “………………” 
implies……………………………………….. while the word “………………” gives 
the reader the impression that………………………………….



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Find your own character and
location sentence and annotate 
them on your sheets. Be ready to 
feed back to the rest of the class 
about:
• The language the writer chose
• The affect of the language
• Any techniques the writer uses
• Sentence length

CHARACTER
LOCATION



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Write a three sentence description 
of a character or location. 

Remember:
• Use apostrophes accurately
• Include descriptive detail
• Choose adjectives carefully

MUST: Create a 
clear sense of 
character or 

location using a 
range of adjectives 

SHOULD: Include a 
range of adjectives 

chosen carefully 
for to create 

specific affect

COULD: Use a range 
of techniques such as 

metaphor, simile, 
alliteration etc. 



WALT: Know how writers choose 
language and detail to describe 
locations and characters 
LITOBJ: Use apostrophes for 
possession and contraction 

Character and Location 

Look at your partner’s description:

You’ve achieved the MUST because you…

You’ve achieved the MUST and SHOULD because you…

You’ve achieved the MUST, SHOULD and COULD because you…

MUST: Create a 
clear sense of 
character or 

location using a 
range of adjectives 

SHOULD: Include a 
range of adjectives 

chosen carefully 
for to create 

specific affect

COULD: Use a range 
of techniques such as 

metaphor, simile, 
alliteration etc. 



6.1 Know how to respond to 
unseen tasks



Unseen exam 
tasks

WALT: Know how to respond an unseen 
exam question 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your answers carefully 
and improve the technical accuracy 

Skills I find easiest

Skills I find hardest

Draw this down the side of half of a 
page in your book

(Use a ruler please!)



Unseen exam 
tasks

WALT: Know how to respond an unseen 
exam question 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your answers carefully 
and improve the technical accuracy 

Skills I find easiest

Skills I find hardest

Arrange these skills down the side of 
your page from easiest to hardest.

Using commas 

Using a range of sentence 
types, lengths and openings

Using a range of vocabulary

Making descriptions detailed 
and interesting 

Using a range of adjectives

Using a range of 
adverbs

Describing 
people

Describing 
locations

Including all five 
senses 

Planning

Checking

My target for writing the 
assessment is to make sure I……



Unseen exam 
tasks

WALT: Know how to respond an unseen 
exam question 

LITOBJ: Be able to check your answers carefully 
and improve the technical accuracy 

Look back through your book. What 
mistakes do you make most 

frequently?

 Capital letters
 Apostrophes
 Full stops
 Commas
 Boring 

vocabulary
 Spelling
 Sentences don’t 

make sense
Word order
 Tense 
 Sentence length 

My target for checking 
assessment is to make sure I 

avoid making ………. and ………… 
errors.



During exam-conditions:

• You must remain silent 

• You must not communicate with anyone, either 
verbally or non-verbally

• Your teacher cannot give you help

• You can’t use a dictionary or thesaurus

• If you get stuck, try to write something 

• Sound spellings out in your head if you can’t 
remember how to spell it 



30 minutes
5 minutes to plan 

20 minutes to write

5 minutes to check 

Exam conditions 

Good luck!



30 minutes

5 minutes to plan 

20 minutes to write

5 minutes to check 

Exam conditions 

Good luck!



Unit self-evaluation

This unit was about…

This unit I’ve learned to ……………….. and ………………..

I’m really proud of myself for being able to…I’m 
become more confident at…

I’ve found it hard to…

I’d still like more help with…

I found the end of unit test very 
easy/easy/average/hard/very hard because…..

What I’d differently  next time is…


