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With best wishes,
Andrew Norrington 

Headteacher

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

I would like to begin this week by offering my sincere congratulations to our outstanding Year 
10 students who competed in the ESU Public Speaking Grand Finals in London on Monday. They 
represented themselves, their families and our school with great distinction. We are incredibly 
proud of their achievements this year, both at the finals and throughout the competition.

A heartfelt thank you must also go to the staff who supported and prepared the students for this 
event, giving up their time so generously. Opportunities like this are only possible because of the 
commitment and dedication of colleagues, and it is very much appreciated.

I would also like to extend my thanks to all of the staff involved in this week’s Year 8 Malham 
trips. Despite some inclement weather, students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, exploring the 
physical landscape and taking part in poetry recitals led by our English team. It was a fantastic 
example of learning beyond the classroom, and by all accounts, a great time was had by everyone.

As part of our ongoing commitment to strengthening relationships with families, and in recognition 
of our status as a Parent Friendly School, we are pleased to be reintroducing our Parent Forum 
meetings. These sessions provide a valuable opportunity for parents and carers to hear directly 
about key developments and to engage with the school.

Our first meeting will take place on Thursday 18 June at 6.00pm, where our Assistant Headteacher, 
Mrs Langstaff, will share our plans for the new Homework Policy, due to be implemented from 
September 2026. We hope many parents will be able to attend and contribute to these important 
discussions. If you would like to attend please e-mail agadmin@allertongrange.com to book a 
place. 

Looking ahead to September, we will also be making some important updates to our School 
Uniform in line with the national guidance set out in the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill. 
These changes are designed to support families by reducing the overall cost of school uniform. This 
will be achieved by limiting the number of compulsory branded items and increasing flexibility in 
where uniform items can be purchased.

As a result, families will be able to buy more items from a wider range of retailers, helping to 
ensure excellent value for money, while maintaining a smart and consistent appearance across 
our student body. We remain fully committed to a uniform that promotes pride in our school 
community, while also being affordable, practical and inclusive.

The only changes will be to the PE kit, and full details are now available on our website and included 
within this newsletter (see page 6).

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.
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We are here to support students to be able to achieve their best in their exams. Outside 
of school, there are resources available from Mind to help with managing exam stress

mailto:agadmin%40allertongrange.com?subject=
https://www.allertongrange.com/main-home-page/parents/current-parents/school-uniform/
https://www.mind.org.uk/for-young-people/feelings-and-experiences/exam-stress/


Dates for your  Diary:

Monday 8 to Friday 12 June - Year 8 & 9 Rhineland 
Trip

Thursday 11 June - Art & Technology Exhibition, 6.00 - 
8.00 pm

Monday 15 to Friday 19 June - AGS Sports Week

Friday 19 June - End of GCSE and A level exams

Monday 22 to Tuesday 23 June - New Year 7 
Transition Days

Tuesday 23 June - Parents Information Evening for 
New Year 7 students starting September 2026, 4.30 - 
6.00 pm

Wednesday 24 June - Year 10 Sixth Form Taster Day

Thursday 25 and Friday 26 June - Year 7 End of Year 
Trip

Friday 26 June - Year 11 Prom - Tickets available from 
ParentPay

Tuesday 30 June - Awards Evening

Wednesday 1 to Friday 3 July - Year 7 Bushcraft 
Residential

Monday 6 July - Music Transition Project Concert

Monday 6 to Tuesday 7 July - Wimbledon Trip

Wednesday 8 July - KS3 Drama Presents: Around the 
World in 80 Days

Thursday 9 July - Pre Tour Concert, 1.30 - 3.00 pm

Thursday 9 and Friday 10 July - Year 9 End of Year Trip

Friday 10 to Thursday 16 July - Lake Garda Music Trip 

Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 July - Year 10 End of 
Year Trip

Friday 17 July - Last day of Summer Term
(Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 July - Training Days)

Sunday 19 July - Leeds Pride Parade

KS3 Duolingo Leagues
The MFL Team has set up Duolingo 
Leagues for their KS3 classes in French, 
German and Spanish.  
To take part, KS3 students need the codes 
shown. 

The leaderboard will be displayed each 
week in the department and there will 
be prizes at different intervals for highest 
scoring students. 

Students can compete in French, German 
or Spanish.

Year 7 Duolingo Competition  
www.duolingo.com/classroom/BYXZQH

Year 8 Duolingo Competition  
www.duolingo.com/classroom/NADBQX

Year 9 Duolingo Competition  
www.duolingo.com/classroom/QCZPSQ

http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/BYXZQH
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/NADBQX
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/QCZPSQ


Sports Fixture Results

Rounders
Our Year 7 girls’ Rounders team played 
a qualifying tournament at Roundhay on 
Thursday afternoon. The team managed 
to win 4 out of their 5 matches and lost 1 
against Roundhay. The team finished 2nd 
overall so have a good chance of making 
the finals night. 

Basketball
This week, our Year 7/8 Basketball team 
played their semi-final vs Allerton High. 
After a very close game, the team won by 
1 point, so now move to the finals later on 
this term. 

Cash For Kids Recycling Bank Now at 
School!
We now have a Cash For Kids Recycling 
Bank in the school car park for donations 
of clothing, shoes and textiles.

If you’re having a clear out, please 
consider donating textiles and clothing 
here.

AGS Sports Week
It’s not long until our annual Sports Week 
where students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 
compete in a range of events.

Dates:
Tuesday 16 June 		  Year 8
Wednesday 17 June	 Year 9
Thursday 18 June		  Year 7
Friday 19 June		  Year 10

Please put the dates into your diaries 
and make sure students come to school 
wearing PE kit and are prepared with 
enough water to drink, sun cream, hat/
umbrella to protect from the sun.

Water Safety
Please take a few minutes to read the 
Environment Agency leaflet on Water Safety 
to help our young people make safe choices. 

Water claims the lives of more than 50 children 
a yearin the UK. Drowning is among the 
leading causes of accidental death.

Under-estimating the dangers of water can 
have tragic consequences. You may be able 
to swim well in a warm indoor pool, but that 
does not mean you will be able to swim in 
cold water.

The key to staying safe is making the right 
choices to avoid getting into difficulty in the 
first place. This leaflet highlights some of the 
features and structures to be aware of, and 
offers top tips to help you enjoy our waterways 
safely.

Cricket News
Sam in Year 10 has just been called up to 
represent Yorkshire under 15’s in cricket. 
This is a fantastic achievement and 
we wish him the best in his upcoming 
matches. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74a95440f0b61df477770b/Water_Safety_leaflet_76a791.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a74a95440f0b61df477770b/Water_Safety_leaflet_76a791.pdf



ESU Churchill Public Speaking Competition - AGS 
at the National Finals
by Ms Halaka, Curriculum Leader for English

On Monday 1 June, our AGS Public Speaking Team from 
Year 10 (Nathan, Bilal, Amelia, Josh, and Freya) went to 
London with Ms Halaka, Ms Westwell and Mrs Saunders 
to take part in the National Finals of the prestigious ESU 
Churchill Public Speaking Competition. 

This event was the culmination of nine months of 
commitment and hard work from the teams who 
entered (not forgetting Felix, Melissa and Daylon who 
also participated in earlier rounds). The competition 
began with 315 teams from across the country and it 
was only 12 teams (us included) who made it to the 
National Finals. Notably we were one of only two non-
selective state schools at this stage of the competition, 
which is typically dominated by selective and private 
schools. 

Our team did a fantastic job, each of them fulfilling 
their role (Nathan as Speaker, Bilal as Chair, Amelia as 
Questioner) with passion and flair. We were so incredibly 
proud of them for the way they performed, the way 
they interacted with students from other schools, and 
with the adults from the ESU, and the way in which they 
conducted themselves throughout the competition. 
Nathan’s speech, about Oscar Wilde’s quote ‘To define 
is to limit,’ was praised as being the best speech of the 
morning - a huge accomplishment! 

Amelia and Bilal were also praised for their fantastic 
contributions, and Josh and Freya were a fantastic 
support team throughout the day. As a team, we didn’t 
quite make it to the final round, but we enjoyed staying 
to watch the other teams compete and listening to 
the feedback from the judges. Not even the most 
challenging journey home with all trains out of Kings 
Cross cancelled and a four hour delay to our travel 
time could dampen the spirits of the AGS dream team!

We will most certainly be taking part in the competition 
again in 2026-27. If you are a student in KS3 or 4 and 
are keen to take part in one of the ESU competitions 
(Debating, Public Speaking or Performing Shakespeare), 
we urge you to speak to your English teacher, or Drama 
teacher for Performing Shakespeare, or come along 
to our Debating/Public Speaking Club after school on 
Tuesdays in L15. 

We are passionate about Oracy and,as I’m sure you 
can see, we go the extra mile to give our students 
the opportunities to be seen, heard, and celebrated. 
There is nothing more exciting or more memorable than 
witnessing our students speaking up and using their 
voices with confidence, conviction, and passion. 



Year 8 End of Year Trips
This week, Year 8 visited Malham Cove for their end 
of year enrichment visit. Whilst Thursday proved to 
be a bit of a wash-out, the students were absolutely 
amazing, demonstrating fantastic resilience in the 
pouring rain! Despite this, all the students and staff 
had a fantastic time enjoying the beautiful scenery. 

Friday proved to be a better weather wise. The 
sun making a fleeting appearance in between the 
dark clouds! Mr Morgan, our fantastic trip leader 
and curriculum leader for Geography led a team 
of Geography & English teachers who enriched 
the whole experience for our students by sharing 
their geographical and knowledge of literature. All 
students enjoyed a poetry recital at Janet’s Foss 
waterfall and learnt about how Malham Cove was 
formed.

All the students were fabulous representatives of 
our school and demonstrated our school student 
virtues by behaving responsibly throughout and 
being courageous in the face of adverse weather 
conditions! 

Supporting our Local Community
This week, our Year 7 Leadership Group joined the Friends of Roundhay Park Association 
team of volunteer litter pickers again at Roundhay Park. 

Once more they made us feel extremely welcome & our students were an absolute 
credit to our school. The rain held off, we collected lots of rubbish & the students showed 
great respect and responsibility taking care of our local environment. 



School Uniform Changes from September 2026

In September, we are making some important updates to our School Uniform in line with the 
national guidance set out in the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill. 

These changes are designed to support families by reducing the overall cost of school uniform. 
This will be achieved by limiting the number of compulsory branded items and increasing flexibility 
in where uniform items can be purchased.

As a result, families will be able to buy more items from a wider range of retailers, helping to 
ensure excellent value for money, while maintaining a smart and consistent appearance across 
our student body. We remain fully committed to a uniform that promotes pride in our school 
community, while also being affordable, practical and inclusive.

The only changes will be to the PE kit, and full details are below.

All students need to have an AGS branded polo shirt and an AGS branded long sleeved top. All 
other PE kit does not need to be AGS branded eg plain navy football socks, plain navy shorts.

This information is also available on the school website School Uniform page.

https://www.allertongrange.com/main-home-page/parents/current-parents/school-uniform/


DEX (Deaf Experience) free groups for young 
people
DEX (Deaf Experience) are inviting deaf and 
hard of hearing young people (11 to 30 years 
old) from Yorkshire to join their free groups and 
activities. 
•  DEX Deaf Youth Hub (ages 11–17)
•  DEX Deaf Youth Council (ages 17–30)
• FREE events, outreach sessions, advocacy 
support & travel help
• Open to all deaf young people, with any 
communication method

Want to join or find out more?
Website: www.dex.org.uk
Email: contact@dex.org.uk 
Tel: 07482 228429

SEND Parent Carer Monthly Drop Ins
Are you a parent or carer of a child with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities or 
waiting for your child’s needs to be assessed? 
Are you struggling to navigate SEND systems or 
understand your child’s needs and behaviours 
at home? Do you have questions about your 
options or where to turn next?

Meet Leeds City Council’s Family Hub SEND 
Coordinator Amanda to access information 
and advice about the services, support and 
resources that are available to Families with 
children with SEND in Leeds.

Moor Allerton Community Hub, King Lane, 
Leeds LS7 5NY, 9,30 am to 12.00 pm
Monday 20 April 	 Monday 14 September 
Monday 18 May 	 Monday 12 October 
Monday 15 June	 Monday 16 November
Monday 13 July	 Monday 14 December 

The Reginald Centre Community Hub, 263 
Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 3EX, 9.30 am to 
12.00 pm
Tuesday 7 April 	 Tuesday 1 September
Tuesday 5 May 	 Monday 5 October
Monday 1 June 	 Monday 2 November 
Monday 29 June	 Monday 7 December
Monday 20 July

http://www.dex.org.uk 
mailto:contact%40dex.org.uk?subject=


Eyes Up
Put your phone away, look out for your 
friends and don’t distract them. Stay 
focused near traffic - Look right, left and 
right again before crossing the road and 
continue looking and listening while you 
cross.

Slow Down
Take care and don’t run across the road 
when traffic is coming, even if you think 
there is time. It can be difficult to judge 
the speed of traffic. If traffic coming, let 
it pass.

Cross Safely
Always find a safe place to cross, use a 
pedestrian crossing if there is one and 
chose a place where you can see clearly 
in all directions.	

Road Safety Reminder

We have seen a concerning number of 
children being distracted while walking to 
school or stepping out into the road without 
looking.

Please remind your child(ren) that they 
need to keep themselves safe while they 
are out and about. 

•	 Always walk down the street to use a 
crossing. Don’t take the shortcut and 
cross in-between parked cars.

•	 Always wait until you’ve crossed the 
road safely before looking at your 
phone. Don’t let it distract you.

•	 When you cross the road, stand on the 
pavement behind the kerb, avoiding 
bends or the top of hill where you can’t 
see clearly.

•	 When using a pedestrian crossing, 
stop and wait for the green 
man AND then check traffic 
has stopped in both directions. 

•	 Before you cross the road, stop and look 
right, look left, look right again to double 
check that it’s clear before you cross.

•	 Always wait when you see a car coming, 
even if you think there is time to cross. It’s 
not worth the risk.

•	 Remember that using headphones and 
listening to music means you can’t hear 
traffic and other road users as clearly. 
Make sure you stop and check carefully 
before you start crossing the road.

•	 If you are cycling, make sure you are 
wearing reflective clothing, have working 
lights and following the Highway Code.  

•	 You must always wear a helmet to 
protect your head if you fall off your 
bike. Make sure it fits and the strap is 
snug under your chin. It could save your 
life.



Day Time Room Club Teacher

Monday Year 7/8&9 Lunch Storeroom 9 Samba 
Suitable for anyone who loves 
drums, rhythm and noise!

Ian Matthews 
(Drum Teacher)

Tuesday 3.00 - 4.15 pm M001 Year 8 - 13 Advanced Rockers!
Suitable for students who have 
attended School of Rock be-
fore/ can play a rock-based 
instrument/ sing

Mrs Casey / Mr 
Sumroy

Tuesday 3.00 - 4.15 pm M002 Grade 5 Theory Club 
(Invite only)

Miss Shrimpton

Tuesday 3.00 - 4.15 pm M003 Jazz Club 
Suitable for grade 2 and 
above musicians and singers

Mr Duff

Wednesday 3.00 - 3.30 pm M001 Junior Concert Band 
Suitable for grade 1-3 
musicians

Miss Shrimpton/ Mrs 
Casey

Wednesday 3.00 - 4.15 pm M001 Senior Concert Band 
Suitable for grade 3-8 
musicians

Miss Shrimpton/Mrs 
Casey

Thursday 3.00 - 4.15 pm M001/
M002

Year 7 School of Rock 
Suitable for anyone who wants 
to learn instruments or enjoys 
playing as a group

Al Matthews and 
Mrs Casey

Thursday 3.00 - 3.45 pm M002 Choir 
Suitable for anyone who likes 
singing!

Miss Shrimpton

Music Extra-Curricular Clubs 
No need to sign up to the Music Clubs, just come along and let the music making begin!

https://www.allertongrange.com/assets/Documents/After-School-Clubs/Summer-Term-2026-Enrichment-Clubs-v1.pdf


After School Arrangements

This is a reminder that all students should leave the school site by 3.10 pm. There isn’t anywhere inside school where stu-
dents can wait. The only students in the building must be involved in Enrichment sessions, Session 7, isolation/Reflection 
or detention.

Detention times:

Stage 1 Detention - Mondays 3.00 - 3.30 pm 
(30 minutes)

Stage 2 Detention - Mondays 3.00 - 4. 00 pm 
(60 minutes)

SLT Detention - Wednesdays 3.00 - 4.30 pm 
(90 minutes)

Isolation/Reflection takes place between 9.00 am - 3.00 pm/3.30 pm/4.00 pm depening on behaviour.
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