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Grammar Glossary 

Grammar term Student-friendly definition Example 
Adjective A word that describes a noun or pronoun. a beautiful town 

Adverb A word that describes a verb, adjective or another 
adverb. It often explains how, when, where or how 
often something happens. 

She speaks slowly. 

Agreement The way words change so that they match in gender, 
number or person. 

a tall boy; two tall 
girls 

Auxiliary verb A helping verb used to form a tense or verb phrase. I have eaten. 

Clause A group of words containing a verb. I stayed at home 
because it was 
raining. 

Comparative A structure used to compare two people or things. taller than, more 
interesting than 

Conjugated verb A verb that has been changed to match its subject and 
tense. 

I eat; she eats; we ate 

Conjunction A word that joins words, phrases or clauses together. and, but, because 

Definite article A word meaning “the”, used to refer to a specific noun. the house 

Demonstrative 
adjective 

A word placed before a noun to point out which person 
or thing is meant. 

this book, those 
houses 

Direct object 
pronoun 

A pronoun that replaces the person or thing directly 
affected by the verb. It answers “what?” or “whom?”. 

I buy the book → I buy 
it. 

Gender The grammatical classification of a noun, usually as 
masculine or feminine in French and Spanish. 

el libro is masculine; 
la casa is feminine. 

Indefinite article A word meaning “a”, “an” or sometimes “some”, used 
to refer to a non-specific noun. 

a house, an apple 

Indirect object 
pronoun 

A pronoun that replaces the person who receives 
something or benefits from an action. It often answers 
“to whom?” or “for whom?”. 

I give her the book. 

Infinitive The basic, unchanged form of a verb. In English, it often 
begins with “to”. 

to eat, to go, comer, 
aller 

Main clause The main part of a sentence that can usually make 
sense by itself. 

I stayed at home 
because it was 
raining. 

Negative A word or structure that makes a sentence mean “not” 
or gives it a negative meaning. 

I do not eat meat. 

Noun A word that names a person, place, object or idea. teacher, town, book, 
happiness 
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Object The person or thing affected by the action of the verb. María eats an apple. 

Person The grammatical viewpoint used with a verb: first 
person, second person or third person. 

I, you, he/she 

Plural Referring to more than one person, place, object or 
idea. 

two books 

Possessive 
adjective 

A word placed before a noun to show who it belongs to. my book, your house 

Preposition A word that shows the relationship between people, 
places, objects or ideas. 

in, on, under, with, to 

Pronoun A word used instead of a noun to avoid repetition. María is kind. She is 
helpful. 

Question word 
(Interrogative) 

A word used to ask for specific information. who, what, when, 
where, why 

Reflexive pronoun A pronoun used with a reflexive verb to show that the 
action returns to the subject. 

myself, yourself, 
himself 

Reflexive verb A verb in which the subject performs the action on 
itself. 

I wash myself. 

Singular Referring to one person, place, object or idea. one book 

Subject The person or thing that performs the action of the 
verb. 

María eats an apple. 

Subject pronoun A pronoun that replaces the subject of a sentence. I, you, he, she, we, 
they 

Subordinate 
clause 

A part of a sentence that adds information but does not 
usually make complete sense by itself. 

I stayed at home 
because it was 
raining. 

Superlative A structure used to say that someone or something has 
the highest or lowest degree of a quality. 

the tallest, the most 
interesting 

Tense The form of a verb that shows when an action happens. present, past, future 

Verb A word that describes an action, event or state. eat, travel, be 
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Articles 
 Spanish 

article 
Type When it is used Example 

TH
E 

el 

Definite 
article  

Before a masculine singular noun el libro = the book 
la Before a feminine singular noun la casa = the house 
los Before a masculine plural noun or a 

mixed-gender plural group 
los libros = the books 

las Before a feminine plural noun las casas = the houses 

A
 / 

A
N

 un 

Indefinite 
article  

Before a masculine singular noun un libro = a book 

una Before a feminine singular noun una casa = a house 

SO
M

E unos Before a masculine plural noun or a 
mixed-gender plural group 

unos libros = some books 

unas Before a feminine plural noun unas casas = some houses 

 

Spanish form Made from English translation Example 
al a + el to the / at the Voy al parque. = I go to the park. 
del de + el of the / from the Vengo del colegio. = I come from the school. 

The contractions al and del are only formed with el. Other articles remain separate: 

 a la playa = to the beach 
 de los libros = of the books 
 a las tiendas = to the shops 

Spanish articles must agree with the noun in gender and number. 

 El and un are used with masculine singular nouns. 
 La and una are used with feminine singular nouns. 
 Los and unos are used with masculine plural nouns and mixed-gender groups. 
 Las and unas are used with feminine plural nouns. 
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Nouns  

Spanish Nouns: Gender and Number 

A noun is a word that names a person, place, object or idea. Spanish nouns have both a gender and a 
number. 

 Gender tells us whether a noun is masculine or feminine. 
 Number tells us whether a noun is singular or plural. 

Gender of Nouns 

Every Spanish noun is either masculine or feminine. The article used before the noun almost always 
shows its gender. 

Gender Singular article Plural article Example 
Masculine el / un los / unos el libro, los libros 
Feminine la / una las / unas la casa, las casas 

 
Common masculine 

endings 
Example Common feminine 

endings 
Example 

-o el libro -a la casa 
-or el ordenador -ción la educación 
-aje el viaje -sión la televisión 
-ma el problema -dad la ciudad 
-án / -ín / -ón el corazón -tad / -tud la libertad / la juventud   

-umbre la costumbre 

Exceptions  

Some nouns do not follow this pattern and you need to learn them off by heart: 

Feminine even though it ends in -o: la mano, la foto, la moto, la radio 
Masculine even though it ends in -a: el programa, el idioma, el problema, el Sistema, el tema, el 
mapa, el día 
El agua: Uses “el” because it begins with stressed “a”, but is feminine 
 

Nouns Referring to People 

Some nouns change their ending to show whether the person is male or female. 

Masculine Feminine English 
el profesor la profesora the teacher 
el amigo la amiga the friend 
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Some nouns have the same form for males and females. The article shows the gender. 

Masculine Feminine English 
el estudiante la estudiante the student 
el artista la artista the artist 
el joven la joven the young person 

Number: Singular and Plural 

A singular noun refers to one person, place, object or idea. A plural noun refers to more than one. 
The article must also change when the noun becomes plural (see table). 

Number Example English 
Singular el libro the book 
Plural los libros the books 
Singular la ciudad the city 
Plural las ciudades the cities 

 
How to Form the Plural 

Noun ending How to make it plural Example 
Vowel Add -s libro → libros 
Consonant Add -es ciudad → ciudades 
-z Change z to c and add -es luz → luces 
-ión Add -es and usually remove the accent canción → canciones 
Unstressed -s Usually no change lunes → lunes 
Stressed -s Add -es país → países 

Mixed-Gender Groups 

A mixed group of masculine and feminine people uses the masculine plural form. 

Singular forms Mixed plural English 
el alumno + la alumna los alumnos the pupils 
el hermano + la hermana los hermanos the siblings 
el amigo + la amiga los amigos the friends 

A group containing only females uses the feminine plural form. 
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Adjectives 

An adjective describes a noun. In Spanish, adjectives always agree with the noun in gender and 
number. 

Noun Adjective Example 
Masculine singular -o un chico alto 
Feminine singular -a una chica alta 
Masculine plural -os unos chicos altos 
Feminine plural -as unas chicas altas 

 

Masculine 
singular 

Feminine singular Masculine 
plural 

Feminine 
plural 

Example 

Ends in -o Changes to -a for 
feminine 

-os -as alto, alta, altos, altas 

Ends in -e Same form for 
masculine and 
feminine 

Add -s for plural interesante, 
interesantes 

Ends in most 
consonants 

Same form for 
masculine and 
feminine 

Add -es for plural fácil, fáciles 

Nationality or -or 
adjective 

Usually adds -a for 
feminine 

Add -es or -s for plural español, española; 
trabajador, trabajadora 

Adjectives come after the noun in Spanish: 

una casa grande = a big house 
unos libros interesantes = some interesting books 

There are some exceptions but we will cover those as we come across them. 
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Verbs 
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Verbs like “gustar” 
Verbs like gustar can be tricky in Spanish. The questions in these tables will help you form opinions for you and 
other people.  

Saying “I like” in Spanish needs two different parts: “me gusta”.  

Both of these parts can be changed, so you can say you like more than one thing, or to express what someone 
else likes.  

By changing “me” you can give someone else’s opinion. Use the table below to help you: 

Who is the person that likes something?  

me  me   

you  te  

him/her  le  

us  nos  

you lot  os  

them  les  

 

“Gusta” is a verb, it means “like”. “Like” is an English verb. “Gusta” changes to “gustan” when you are saying 
you like more than one thing: 

How many things do you like?  

one thing, eg, the dog  gusta  

one activity, eg, to walk   gusta  

more than one thing, eg, 
three dogs  

gustan  

 

We can show WHY these changes happen more clearly when we phrase our English differently: 

Instead of saying “I like the dog”, we could say “the dog is liked by me”. (Me gusta el perro) 

This sounds strange, but when we add more dogs, we can see that the English verb needs to change, just like 
the Spanish one: “The dogs ARE liked by me” (Me gustan los perros) 

Using the same structure, it also very easy to see which bits change when giving someone else’s opinion: 

“the dog is liked by me”  = me gusta el perro 

“the dog is liked by him” = le gusta el perro 
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So: 
 
Spanish  English  English alternative  

me gusta el perro  
me  gusta caminar  
me gustan los perros  

I like the dog  
I like to walk  
I like the dogs  

The dog is liked by me  
Walking  is liked by me  
The dogs are liked by me  

te  gusta el perro  
te  gusta caminar   
te  gustan los perros  

you like the dog  
you like to walk  
you like the dogs  

The dog  is liked  by you  
Walking  is liked by you  
The dogs  are liked by you  

le  gusta el perro  
le  gusta caminar  
le  gustan los perros  

he/she likes the dog  
he/she likes to walk  
he/she likes the dogs  

The dog  is liked by him/her  
Walking  is liked by him/her  
The dogs  are liked by him/her  

nos  gusta el perro  
nos  gusta caminar   
nos  gustan los perros  

we like the dog  
we like to walk  
we like the dogs  

The dog  is liked by us  
Walking  is liked by us  
The dogs  are liked  by us  

os  gusta el perro  
os  gusta caminar  
os  gustan los perros  

you lot like the dog  
you lot like to walk  
you lot like the dogs  

The dog  is liked by you lot  
Walking  is liked by you lot  
The dogs  are liked by you lot  

les  gusta el perro  
les  gusta caminar   
les  gustan los perros  

they like the dog  
they like to walk  
they like the dogs  

The dog  is liked by them  
Walking  is liked by them   
The dogs  are liked by them  

 

Other verbs that work this way: 

Spanish Meaning 
Me encanta(n) I love 
Me interesa(n) I am interested in 
Me importa(n) I care about / it matters to me 
Me preocupa(n) I am worried about 
Me sorprende(n) I am surprised by 
Me molesta(n) It annoys me / they annoy me 
Me enfada(n) It makes me angry / they make me angry 
Me aburre(n) It bores me / they bore me 
Me divierte(n) It entertains me / they entertain me 
Me fascina(n) I am fascinated by 
Me apasiona(n) I am passionate about 
Me parece(n) It seems to me / they seem to me 
Me queda(n) It fits me / they fit me; I have left 
Me falta(n) I am missing / I lack 
Me duele(n) It hurts / they hurt 
Me cuesta(n) I find it difficult / it costs me 
Me da(n) miedo It frightens me / they frighten me 
Me da(n) vergüenza It embarrasses me 
Me hace(n) ilusión I am excited about it 
Me flipa(n) I love / I am amazed by — very informal 
Me chifla(n) I love / I am crazy about — informal 
Me mola(n) I like / I think it is cool — informal, mainly Spain 
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Pronouns 

Pronouns are words used to replace nouns in sentences. Break down the word pronoun to help you 
remember: 

Pro: If you are “pro” something, you are “for” it, e.g. pro-choice, pro-Brexit. 
Noun: Nouns are people, places, things, ideas and concepts. 
 
Pronouns are words that stand in for the noun in a sentence.  
We replace nouns in sentences to avoid repeating ourselves. 
 

 John is my brother, John is tall = John is my brother, he is tall 
 Mary passed the ball to Freddie = She passed it to him. 

 

In the examples above, the bold words are pronouns that have replaced the nouns in the sentence. 
We have chosen the correct pronouns so the sentences still mean the same thing to us. If we don’t, it 
completely changes the meaning: 

Mary passed the ball to Freddie =/= He passed them to us. 

We must choose the correct form of the pronoun in Spanish too, to avoid changing the meaning of our 
sentences. 
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Ser or Estar? 

There are two verbs for “to be” in Spanish and they are used in diƯerent situations: 

Ser is for PERMANENT states  

Estar is for TEMPORARY states  

You can also remember: For how you feel and where you are, always use the verb ESTAR 
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Preterite or Imperfect? 

These are two common past tenses in Spanish and they are used for diƯerent reasons: 

Preterite tense 
Use Example English 

A completed action Ayer fui al cine. Yesterday I went to the cinema. 
A single event Compré un libro. I bought a book. 
A sequence of completed actions Llegué, comí y salí. I arrived, ate and left. 
An action with a clear beginning or 
end 

Viví en Madrid durante 
dos años. 

I lived in Madrid for two years. 

An event that interrupted another 
action 

Sonó el teléfono. The phone rang. 

 

Imperfect tense 
Use Example English 

Habitual or repeated action Jugaba al fútbol cada sábado. I used to play football every Saturday. 
An action that was ongoing Estudiaba cuando llamaste. I was studying when you called. 
Description in the past La casa era grande. The house was big. 
Age Tenía diez años. I was ten years old. 
Time Eran las ocho. It was eight o’clock. 
Weather Hacía sol. It was sunny. 
Feelings or states Estaba cansado. I was tired. 

 

Preterite time 
phrases 

English Imperfect time 
phrases 

English 

ayer yesterday siempre always 
anteayer the day before yesterday normalmente normally 
anoche last night generalmente generally 
la semana pasada last week a menudo often 
el mes pasado last month de vez en cuando from time to time 
el año pasado last year todos los días every day 
el sábado pasado last Saturday cada semana every week 
hace dos días two days ago los fines de semana at weekends 
una vez once cuando era pequeño/a when I was little 
de repente suddenly de niño/a as a child 
entonces then en aquella época at that time 
durante dos años for two years antes before / in the past 
primero / luego / 
finalmente 

first / then / finally mientras while 

en 2024 in 2024 por lo general generally 
aquel día that day cada verano every summer 

 


